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usage, which assigns to the nearest relative the task of avenging
family ignominy, slew both his own sister and her paramour.
Now the Wahhabees, following the prescriptions of the Goran,
assign a much milder punishment to the faults of unmarried
persons ; and hence when the news of this affair reached Kiacl,
orders were given to arrest the jealous Kateefee, and bring him
to trial for wilful and unjustifiable murder. The execution of
the mandate was entrusted to Belal, governor of the entire pro-
vince, who in his turn sub-delegated the disagreeable duty to
Farhat, the special governor of Kateef. Farhat sent his police
to apprehend the culprit; but the whole neighbourhood was
leagued together to screen the homicide and favour his escape.
At last, after a search of some weeks, he was discovered in
a peasant's house, taken prisoner, and sent to Hofhoof. This
proceeding had excited great indignation throughout Kateef,
where public opinion justified the brother, and condemned
the Wahhabee administration for opening a door to laxity in
domestic morals.

We were yet engaged in hearing and commenting on those
events when a second inhabitant of Hothoof, well mounted and
armed, came up from the south, and requested the favour of a
place in our band, a proposition no sooner made than granted.
JNext morning our party, now increased from five to six, set off;
we passed close under the hill on which stands Kelabeeyah. The
name of this village implies it to be a colony of Benoo-Kelab,
a Nejdean tribe descended from Keys, and settled here at a very
early date. My readers will not confound Kelfib with Kelb, a
very different clan of Kahtfiuic origin, and the mortal enemies
of Kelfib and of all the numerous progeny of Keys-'Eylriii.
Long residence in Hasa has not obliterated national antipathy,
and the inhabitants of Ke-labeeyah are up to the present (lay
ill-looked on by the surrounding population, proud of their
Kahtanic kindred through Modhaj, Kodaa'h, and Kinchih.

After leaving Kelfibeeyah behind us, we traversed a large,
plain of light and sandy soil, intersected by occasional ridges of
basalt and sandstone. Everywhere were indications of abundant
moisture at a very slight depth below the surface; dwarf-palms,
shrubs, nay, reeds and rushes, sprang up at short intervals, and
now and then we passed a little pool in some sheltered hollow,